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EDUCATION AND HEALTH STANDING COMMITTEE 
Seventh Report — “Annual Report 2018–19” — Tabling 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [9.59 am]: I present for tabling the 
seventh report of the Education and Health Standing Committee titled “Annual Report 2018–19”. 
[See paper 2751.] 
Mr W.R. MARMION: I was not going to speak very much at all, but considering three people spoke on the last 
one, I feel obliged to say at least a few words! 
Several members interjected. 
Mr W.R. MARMION: I probably would have finished by now, but I have had so many interjections that it is going 
to double the time I was going to spend on it! 
Mr R.H. Cook interjected. 
Mr W.R. MARMION: Triple the time! 
This is simply an annual report that tells the Parliament what we have done, so I am not going to go through it. We 
tabled the report on type 2 diabetes, which is a terrific report that highlights the fact that if people control their 
diet, they can reverse diabetes. I am not going to explain how; members can read the report. But I think the process 
is something that we should be talking about when we table an annual report, and I want to highlight the value of 
overseas trips. The last time I went to London was 39 years ago. The Minister for Health can laugh, but I am serious. 
When politicians go on an overseas trip, The West Australian slams us for going on a junket. It is an absolute 
disgrace. I have not been to the United Kingdom for 39 years, and one of the most important parts of our diabetes 
report was the fact that I learnt a lot about what was happening in England. They are well ahead of us, and if I had 
not gone there, I would not have realised it. 
I will quote part of the chairman’s foreword—sorry, the chair’s foreword. We love having that conversation in our 
committee. I am actually tabling this report on behalf of the member for Mirrabooka, and in her foreword she took 
the opportunity to quote one of our members, the member for Moore. I will quote the part of the chair’s foreword 
that quoted the member for Moore — 

‘It was a complete eye opener to compare the attitude of some of the medical professionals in the UK 
with those in Western Australia.’ 

That is an example from the member for Moore, who was actually a bit of a cynic about overseas travel, but he 
got a lot of value from going overseas. That is one point I want to make. 
The only other point I want to make is that when we travel overseas, we need some assistance from the team, so 
I congratulate Dr Sarah Palmer for all her work. It would have been a lot easier for her if she had had Jovita Hogan 
with her as well, but we survived with just one assistant when we travelled overseas, and I think that is quite unusual. 
I will finish my tabling of the report by thanking all the committee members: the chair, the member for Mirrabooka; 
the member for Moore; the member for Kimberley; and the member for Wanneroo. Of course, I also acknowledge 
all the work done by Dr Sarah Palmer, our principal research officer, and Jovita Hogan, our research officer. 
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